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Examination Formats

Following is an overview of the four examination formats offered by LCM Examinations: grades, recital grades,
leisure play and performance awards. Refer to the relevant section of the Music Grades Syllabus for full

details.

Grades

Recital Grades

Leisure Play

Performance
Awards

Technical Work

V

U

U

U

Component 2

4 (or 5) pieces, all 4 pieces (3 selected
Performance 3 pieces selected from from grade list, plus 3 pieces
repertoire list 1 own choice)
Viva Voce V Optional for U U

Sight Reading

V

Optional for
Component 2

U

Aural Tests

V

U

U

U

Structure

Grades 1-8

Grades 1-8

Levels 1-8

Levels 1-8

Pre-requisites

U

U

U

U

Accreditation

V

Vv

V

Assessment Examination Examination Examination DVD
Pass: 65-74 % Pass: 65-74% Pass: 65-74% Pass: 65-74%
Grading Merit: 75-84 % Merit: 75-84 % Merit: 75-84 % Merit: 75-84 %
Distinction: 85-100 % Distinction: 85-100 % Distinction: 85-100 % Distinction: 85-100 %
Ofqual

U
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Changes to this Repertoire List

As well as combining the percussion repertoire lists into one document, we have made these additional
improvements:

)l
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For the performance component of the percussion exams, candidates can now offer a selection of
three pieces taken from the appropriate lists of either drum kit, snare drum, timpani or tuned
percussion to form a varied programme, and at least one piece must be accompanied

Repertoire has been added for snare drum, timpani and tuned percussion

For tuned percussion there is no longer a requirement to perform a study, instead the studies have
been incorporated into the performance repertoire

We have combined repertoire lists A, B and C for snare drum, timpani and tuned percussion into one list
For drum kit rudiments at grades 7 and 8 we have removed the requirement to combine two of the
rudiments into a single pattern

Guidelines for all Percussion Exams

Candidates are expected to provide their own instrument(s), unless arrangements are made in
advance with the centre representative to use equipment at the venue. It is the responsibility of the
candidate to ensure that suitable instruments required for all items are available.

Candidates should bring their own sticks/mallets and music to the examination.

Time will be allowed at the beginning of the examination to adjust the instruments, but this should not
exceed 3 minutes. They should be set up well in advance of the examination start time, and dismantled
later.

A five-piece drum kit is required for all grades. A single crash/ride cymbal (in addition to hi-hats) may
be used for Grades 1 and 2. A separate crash cymbal is required for Grade 3 and above. Electronic kits
are only to be used with written permission from the Chief Examiner. ‘Flats’ may only be used up to
and including Grade 4.

Where a piece offers the candidate a choice of which instrument to perform on, it is always the first
named instrument which is preferred. For example, if a piece is titled ‘for Xylophone or Glockenspiel’
then it is preferred on Xylophone. Marimba is accepted as a substitute for Xylophone, as is Vibraphone
for Glockenspiel. Appropriate sticks must be used. In all other instances, the specified instrument must
be used.

A candidate using inappropriate or damaged sticks or mallets may be prevented from taking the
examination.

If, in the opinion of the examiner, a candidate’s choice of sticks/mallets or technique demonstrates a potential
to damage instruments, and/or if the dynamic level of the performance combined with the acoustics of the
examination venue constitutes a health and safety hazard, the examination can be terminated and will be
referred to the Chief Examiner.

Centre representatives should note that a CD player is required for the administration of the aural tests at
Grades 6-8. In some circumstances a CD player will also be required for lower grades.

Special reference should be made to the aural test rubric in this list. Some tests may differ slightly from the
tests supplied in the handbooks.



Technical Guidelines:

1

Rudiments (if performed) must be played as written (from memory). They may be played using left-
hand leads, if appropriate, by left-handed players.

Scales, arpeggios, sight reading and studies may be played on any of the accepted tuned instruments
except where stipulated otherwise.

Suggested tempi for all requirements are listed in the examination books.

Crushed rolls may be used in all drum kit and snare drum pieces. A high standard of rolling is not
expected in Grades 1-3. In tuned percussion Grades 2 and 3, it is permissible for candidates to play
rolls as measured semiquavers, although it is expected that they should be able to perform a faster roll
by Grade 4. Only notes written as rolls should be played as such, unless the syllabus dictates otherwise.
Other sustained notes should be left to resonate.

Candidates should consult and use the examination handbook for the relevant grade which contains all
the required music and also gives fuller details, examples and information on all sections of the
examination. Photocopies are not permitted (see syllabus Regulation 22 of the syllabus).

Accompaniment Notes:

f

All pieces must be performed as published, i.e. accompanied pieces may not be performed solo, and
solo pieces may not be performed with accompaniment. For information on accompaniments and
accompanists, please see Regulation 23 of the syllabus.

Candidates entering for Leisure Play examinations may present a solo programme.

Drum Kit exams:

f

1

All candidates at Grades 1-6 must select two solo pieces and one accompanied piece for their exam
(pre-recorded backing track or live piano accompaniment). At Grades 7-8 candidates must choose one
solo piece, one Time Sequence Study to be performed with a click track, and one accompanied piece.

At Grades 1-4, piano accompaniments are published for three pieces per grade. At Grades 5-8 only
one piano accompaniment is published. If a piano accompaniment is used, this may be performed
either live or with a pre-recorded track.

The piece ‘Drum and Bass Groove’ at Grade 8 is published with bass guitar accompaniment which
must be used.

CDs containing pre-recorded backing tracks for accompanied pieces are included with the handbooks.
Candidates using these CDs in the examination are responsible for providing their own playback
equipment (see syllabus Regulation 23). CDs used must be published by LCM Examinations — the use of
copies is not permitted.

Tuned Percussion:

1

CD recordings of the piano accompaniments for Tuned Percussion pieces that are in the handbooks are
available. These may be used in the examination as an alternative to playing with live accompaniment.
Please refer to Regulation 23 of the syllabus for information regarding the provision and operation of
CD equipment.



PERCUSSION
PERCUSSION: STEP

Candidates for this examination will find all the required material in the LCM Handbook:
Step This Way: Percussion (LL211).

LCM Publications are distributed by Music Exchange Ltd (tel: 0161 946 9301; email: mail@music-
exchange.co.uk).

A complete list of titles may be found on their website — www.music-exchange.co.uk

Component 1 - Technical Work 25 marks
1a Candidates will perform three snare drum rudiments, from memory, as illustrated in the hijj | | | |

Candidates will perform




